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M’COJNE TO C.I.A. i -J 

John A. McCone, the former chair- 
man of the Atomic Energy commli* 
>ion, may seem to many a surprising 
'hoice to succeed Alien W. Dulles as 
head of the Central Intelligence agen- 
cy. This is the apparent 1 likelihood, but 
the selection of Mr. McCone is not in 
fact unusual except from one aspect. 

Mr. McCone is a Republican, hut 
President Kennedy has been making 
it a point to name Republicans who 
have not a too-partisan coloration, to 
certain key posts In his administra- 
tion. The president deliberately chose 
to retain the services of Mr. Dulles at 
(he beginning of the new administra- 
tion lor the sound reason that the C. 
I. A. director had developed 


- Wwwuljr in government, % 
CoRe hkfieryed Yin n adviser to 
dfnt Tpu^a^ eraecretary,, 

ber of President TVuman’s aUf* pel 
' in 1847, McfWhtl- 


te write |the report? “Survival jn 
Air Aga^ a documant which helped 


position wiih the Congress and with* 
the public as one who had done a fine 
job. In fact Mr. Dulles enjoyed the 
deputation of America's unique master 
I spy, with ail the speclri connotations 
involved. 

Mr. McCone, if he Is actually ap-; 
pointed to the C.I.A. office, will con- 
tinue the practice of putting this ex- 1 
1 1 1 aorrl inary assignment outside parti- 
M>n considerations, and will also serve 


bring air defense policies up to dite, 
In 1948 he served a's special deputy to 
Secretary of Defense James V. For-," 
rests!, when he became responfiblec 
for preparing the first and second 
budgets of the newly formed depart- 
ment of defense. While with the air 
force a* unders*cfat*ry In 1851, he 
sent a memorandum to President Tru- 
, man recommending an embryo tnisaile| 
a strong imissiles program under someone 



statintl 



•i “with full authority and control or || *\ti -* 
funds to exercise absolute power over 
the entire effort.*’ The memorandum* 
was recalled, in chagrin, after the first:, 

Soviet sputnik dramatized the nation’s; 
shortcomings in this field. 

The West Coast industrial and engi-', 
neering career he had pursued before, ' „ ‘ 

the calls to Washington began was a* 
sensational success. Steel, construction 


building broader congressional and na- 
tional support for his administration inf 
the light of the hair-line electoral de-. 
<'ision which brought him to the White 
House. What happened in the 'session 
of Congress now adjourned must have 
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building tnd shipping have been his? 
field of activity, and his remarkable; 
record of success in management, in-i 
novation, planning and organization,, 
was obviously the factor which turned'; , 
i the government’! attention to hi* man-? . . , , 

strengthened Mr. Kennedy’s feeling cfA^J A 1 *"!*' H< “ * lwd » n f ' 

reed for all the support he can get for laym * n ’ «P^ ent f* the | ' 
his administration . U , ni <? d S,atM * th f * 7th 

John Alex McCone, was generally,?' ^ 6 co ’° naUon of , P <‘£ X " in | • 

unknown to the nation before his ap- . | 

t toco u . r,. . representatives at the funeral of Plus.? 

poinlment in June. 1958, by President * , i 

Eisenhower to a five-year term to sue- ^ na, * vc San iranciscan, Mr. Mc-f,.» v .,^: ; v 
reed the unfortunate Adm. Lewis L. | Cone is 59 years old, although his ap-* ,, * 

Strauss as A. E. C. chairman. There! P carancc and responsibilities give lhe| - w 

is a much bigger backg-ound of gnv i impression he is an older man. Ik-.t*' v 

eminent service than that experience, Mr. Dulles no doubt, has special? ^ 

however, and there is the happy fact feeling about the ability of a successor!* , £ 

that in that biggest and most delicate; to manare the job he has almost madep t 

assignment in Washington ho brought his personal properly, but he is prob-jy ^ 

the A h.C. through the congressional ably relieved that he is leaving It In aa^ 

unpasse it had reached because of thejskilJod and experienced hands as Mr.fef* 1 ^ 

differ personal enmity wliich Admiral ^McCone's. ^ 

Strauss had a-oused with the joint! ' - * ' 

congressional commiitee on atomic 
"nc'gv. I 
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